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The plan to relocate Indonesia’s capital (IKN) aims to promote equitable development by establishing
growth centers outside Java. Although the idea of moving the capital has long been discussed, it gained
momentum in 2017 through the Ministry of National Development Planning/Bappenas. However, re-
locating IKN has implications for military geography, threat landscapes, and the need for adapted na-
tional defense strategies. Maritime defense plays a vital role in ensuring the governance of Indonesia’s
territorial waters. The Indonesian Navy has a crucial role in defense, law enforcement, and maintain-
ing maritime security within national jurisdiction. This study aims to analyze the Indonesian Navy’s
role, especially in safeguarding IKN from threats in the Indonesian Archipelagic Sea Lanes (ALKI II).
Research methods include interviews, observations, documentation, and literature review, with data an-
alyzed by grouping and interpretation based on key constructs. Findings indicate the Indonesian Navy’s
essential roles, including military, policing, diplomatic, and support roles. The analysis underscores
the military role in securing and enforcing laws around ALKI II and highlights the policing role in an-
ticipating traditional and non-traditional threats, ensuring security for foreign vessels traversing ALKI
II.

© SEECMAR | All rights reserved

1. Introduction.

Indonesia boasts an Exclusive Economic Zone extending
200 nautical miles into the sea, encompassing an area of 3 mil-
lion km2. This circumstance constitutes a right acquired through
adherence to the relevant regulations in alignment with the Uni-
ted Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of
1982 (Siig, 2024). Indonesia is consequently acknowledged as
a nation characterized by its archipelagic and maritime features.
Nevertheless, these circumstances present risks and disruptions
that have the potential to affect the maritime security situation
in Indonesia (Chadhafi, 2021a). One of the indicators signal-
ing the rise of possible risks and disturbances is the strategic
geographic location that designates Indonesia as the Center of
Gravity (CoG) and The Global Supply Chain System (Chad-
hafi, 2021b). Hence, a crucial measure for mitigation that the
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Indonesian Government should undertake involves enhancing
maritime defense within the Indonesian Archipelagic Sea Lane
(ALKI), particularly ALKI II.

Relocating the capital of a country necessitates meticulous
planning, encompassing various critical factors that demand care-
ful consideration, including economic and socio-cultural dy-
namics, geographical features of the area, and geopolitical cir-
cumstances at both local and national scales. This plays a cru-
cial function in the central seat of power in orchestrating gov-
ernmental operations, directly impacting societal functions and
heavily relying on the efficient operation of the governing body
to carry out its duties. Hence, it is imperative that this crite-
rion is upheld with regards to defense and security within the
vicinity of the country’s capital for ensuring overall safety and
security. Globally, Indonesia is not singular in its decision to
relocate its capital. Other nations have also undertaken such a
move, taking into account various factors such as Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) per capita, land area, population size, and
population density(Ishenda & Guoqing, 2019). Besides this,
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various typologies serve as the foundation for initiatives aimed
at relocating the capital city, including: (1) advancing develop-
ment objectives or enhancing national unity; (2) promoting the
expansion of regional development; (3) addressing the intricate
challenges encountered by the former capital; (4) mitigating
or quelling the risk of uprisings; and (5) considering the per-
sonal judgments of the country’s leaders (Illmann, 2015). The
Indonesian Government has many considerations for moving
the National Capital from the Special Capital Region of Jakarta
to the National Capital (IKN) in East Kalimantan (Purnama &
Chotib, 2023).

Potential environmental vulnerabilities in the Special Cap-
ital Region of Jakarta, such as floods, landslides, sea abrasion,
and elevated pollution levels in rivers and roads due to traffic
congestion, are of significant concern. The analysis of advan-
tages and disadvantages remains an ongoing subject of debate
that is yet to be fully explored. This discourse is a manifestation
of the public’s reaction to the Indonesian Government’s inten-
tion to relocate the National Capital. Moreover, as a developing
nation aspiring to enhance its capabilities, the Indonesian Gov-
ernment is meticulously evaluating the factors that facilitate or
impede the transition of the country’s capital to the new Capi-
tal City in East Kalimantan. From a geographical perspective,
East Kalimantan is strategically positioned in close proximity
to ALKI II (Riyanto et al., 2023), a route frequently traversed
by foreign vessels and aircraft for various purposes including
transit and operational activities. According to the regulations
outlined in UNCLOS 1982, foreign ships and aircraft have the
right to navigate through ALKI in a non-stop, direct, and ex-
peditious manner in accordance with the principles of innocent
passage without the requirement of obtaining prior authoriza-
tion from the Indonesian authorities. Even foreign submarines
are permitted to traverse ALKI covertly, remaining submerged
below the surface of the water(Kalasmoro et al., 2023).

Consequently, this scenario raises valid concerns regarding
potential security threats that may jeopardize the stability of the
National Capital through the ALKI II route, which serves as a
critical international conduit for trade and transportation activi-
ties with significant implications for the national, regional, and
global economies (Listiyono et al., 2022). The transference of
IKN carries implications for alterations in military geography
and the nature of threats, thereby requiring adaptations to the
national defense strategy. Differing from Jakarta’s location on
the island of Java, Nusantara is situated not on the coast but
on the island of Kalimantan, which shares a direct border with
Malaysia. The relocation of IKN also questions the pertinence
of defense advancement, which has predominantly focused on
Java Island and the southern sector of Indonesia. Nevertheless,
the construction of the archipelago will commence anew, facili-
tating the alignment of defense strategizing with urban planning
in an optimal manner. Hence, there is a necessity for readiness
and foresight from all stakeholders involved, encompassing the
government, specialists, and the media, all of whom hold a cru-
cial role in shaping public awareness and perception regarding
the potential threats in accordance with the region’s character-
istics. This is due to the fact that society acts as a pivotal player
in national defense and security, commonly referred to as the

people’s universal defense system (sishankamrata)(Saputra &
Halkis, 2021).

The subject of maritime security represents a component of
the repercussions stemming from a shift in the threat paradigm,
encompassing a military and non-military spectrum. Conse-
quently, the evaluation of maritime security now transcends mere
consideration of military capabilities. The endeavor of mar-
itime defense in relocating the nation’s capital to Kalimantan
constitutes a sequence of extensive and enduring initiatives con-
cerning the governance and administration of the spatial juris-
diction of the Republic of Indonesia, characterized as an archipe-
lagic nation defined by its archipelago. This approach empha-
sizes maritime factors, encompassing terrestrial, aquatic, and
aerial domains as an interconnected entity, focusing on all facets
of the national defense system’s capabilities and resources. The-
se are strategically structured and managed to ensure efficiency
and effectiveness in addressing threats, disruptions, barriers,
and complexities in safeguarding the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of the Republic of Indonesia (S. Hasan & Haeran,
2023). Maritime defense denotes all activities undertaken to
safeguard a nation’s sovereignty within its maritime boundaries
(Santyaputra, 2020).

Hence, a high level of synergy is imperative among all rel-
evant stakeholders in the realm of defense and security to bol-
ster the TNI Force as the primary pillar of national defense,
crucial for upholding Indonesia’s maritime resilience and safe-
guarding IKN against the prevailing threats in ALKI II. The
key challenge lies in delineating how the TNI, with a specific
focus on the Navy, fulfills its mandate in defense operations,
legal compliance, and security maintenance within the coun-
try’s maritime zones, alongside engaging in naval diplomacy
concerning the National Capital’s relocation. Consequently, the
primary objective of this study is to comprehensively depict and
assess the role played by the Indonesian Navy, particularly in
ensuring the security of IKN against threats within ALKI II.

The objective of this research is to analyze the role of the
Indonesian Navy in securing the new National Capital (IKN)
from threats in the Indonesian Archipelagic Sea Lanes (ALKI)
II. This research is driven by the relocation of the IKN, which
has significant implications for changes in military geography
and national defense strategies. Through interviews, observa-
tions, documentation, and literature studies, this research ex-
plores how the Navy plays a role in military functions, law en-
forcement, diplomacy, and support to maintain maritime secu-
rity around ALKI II, particularly in the face of traditional and
non-traditional threats.

2. Literature Review.

2.1. The Indonesian Navy.

The role of the Indonesian Navy (TNI AL) is highly strate-
gic in safeguarding Indonesia’s sovereignty and maritime secu-
rity. According to Law No. 34 of 2004, the Indonesian Navy
has three primary functions: military, diplomacy, and law en-
forcement(Octavian et al., 2020) (Rahman et al., 2021a). The
military function focuses on defense and maritime sovereignty;
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the diplomatic function plays a role in building international
cooperation to foster regional security stability; and the law en-
forcement function encompasses the monitoring and enforce-
ment of regulations regarding violations in Indonesian waters.
In the context of relocating the national capital (IKN) to East
Kalimantan, the role of the Indonesian Navy becomes even more
critical, given the geographical position of IKN near key mar-
itime routes (ALKI II) (Datwurina & Rizkiana, 2022). and its
borders with neighboring countries (Editha et al., 2023).

During the relocation of the National Capital (IKN), the
Indonesian Navy (TNI AL) faces complex threats, both tradi-
tional (military) and non-traditional (cross-border crimes such
as smuggling, illegal fishing, and human trafficking). Strength-
ening the Navy’s role in this area will involve increasing the
frequency of maritime security operations and naval diplomacy
(Larsson & Widen, 2022). This approach is expected to secure
the waters surrounding the IKN, both through a strong mili-
tary presence and diplomatic security cooperation with regional
countries.

2.2. Maritime resilience.

Maritime resilience encompasses defense, security, and the
ability to recover and adapt to threats or disturbances within ter-
ritorial waters. This resilience includes five main perspectives
as outlined by (Bueger, 2015): sea security, ocean governance,
maritime boundary protection, military operations at sea, and
regulation of the maritime transportation system. In the Indone-
sian context, maritime resilience across the new National Cap-
ital (IKN)(Praditya et al., 2023) will face challenges in multi-
ple dimensions, including military threats from foreign nations,
risks of sovereignty violations, and cross-border crimes.

Given the IKN’s proximity to international maritime bound-
aries and strategic sea routes, strengthening maritime resilience
becomes crucial(Subono, 2024). This resilience must integrate
defense efforts (hard defense) with maritime policies based on
diplomacy and technological adaptation (soft defense)(Alwi et
al., 2024), commonly known as ”smart defense.” This system
enables Indonesia to respond more efficiently to threats by op-
timizing resources and employing a collaborative approach.

Figure 1: Research Concept Framework.

Source: Authors.

In the context of the Indonesian Navy’s (TNI AL) role in
bolstering maritime resilience, maritime security emerges as a
critical regional issue. Maritime resilience involves not only
securing maritime areas from direct threats but also adapting to
shifts in the global security landscape, influenced by strategic
routes and cross-border economic interactions. The location of
Indonesia’s new capital (IKN) in East Kalimantan, near ALKI
II and neighboring borders, adds layers of complexity to mar-
itime security in the region.

TNI AL’s role becomes increasingly vital in supporting gov-
ernment policies regarding IKN’s relocation. Various opera-
tional activities, including maritime security patrols and naval
diplomacy operations, are expected to mitigate threats to sovereignty
and security around the IKN area. Expanding TNI AL facilities
in this region is a strategic move to ensure optimal readiness
and capability against both military and non-military threats.

This conceptual framework underscores the relevance of the
TNI AL’s role in safeguarding Indonesia’s maritime resilience,
particularly in the IKN region, which remains highly suscep-
tible to diverse security threats. The strategic functions of the
TNI AL, encompassing military, diplomatic, and law enforce-
ment roles, will not only strengthen national defense but also
contribute to regional stability, establishing Indonesia as a re-
silient maritime axis adaptable to global geopolitical shifts.

3. Research Methods.

The chosen methodology of this reasearch is qualitative re-
search. The data collection methods utilized in this study en-
compass interviews, observations, documentation, and litera-
ture review. The participants involved in the study consist of au-
thorized individuals selected through purposive sampling tech-
niques. Data analysis in this research employs sophisticated
techniques such as grouping data based on key constructs, iden-
tifying grounds for interpretation, deriving generalizations from
the data, testing alternative explanations, and developing or re-
fining generalizable theories from case studies(McNabb, 2015).

3.1. Subjects and Informants.

The research subjects consist of Indonesian Navy personnel
serving at the Balikpapan Naval Base (Lanal Balikpapan) and
staff at subordinate Naval Posts (Posal) under the command of
Lanal Balikpapan. Informants are selected through purposive
sampling techniques, using specific criteria relevant to the re-
search objectives, such as work experience, strategic roles, and
direct involvement in maritime operations within the area.

4. Research Location

The research was conducted at Lanal Balikpapan as the pri-
mary location, with an additional focus on Postal under the
command of Lanal Balikpapan. The selection of this location
is based on its strategic role in supporting Indonesia’s maritime
resilience, particularly in the context of enhancing maritime se-
curity and surveillance around the new National Capital (IKN).
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4.1. Data Analysis.

Data analysis in this research utilizes systematic techniques,
including:

• Grouping data based on key constructs.

• Identifying the foundations of data interpretation.

• Drawing generalizations from the collected data.

• Testing explanation alternatives.

• Developing or refining generalizable theories based on
case studies.

This analysis process aims to gain a deep and theoretical un-
derstanding of the Indonesian Navy’s contribution to strength-
ening Indonesia’s maritime resilience in the strategic location
of the new National Capital (IKN).

5. Results And Discussion.

Maritime security is a critical concern for regional stability
and global economic interactions, particularly highlighted by
the strategic role of the Indonesian Navy in safeguarding na-
tional interests in a complex security landscape. This landscape
encompasses various maritime threats, including piracy, traf-
ficking, and environmental issues, which challenge the sovereignty
of Indonesia’s maritime zones. The establishment of the new
National Capital (IKN) in East Kalimantan presents additional
security considerations, given its proximity to international bor-
ders and key maritime routes. This context underscores the sig-
nificance of a robust maritime defense system and diplomatic
efforts to enhance regional cooperation, ultimately ensuring the
safety and integrity of Indonesia’s territorial waters and mar-
itime assets.

This table 1 summarizes the key aspects of maritime secu-
rity and the Indonesian Navy’s role in ensuring the safety and
sovereignty of Indonesian waters, particularly in light of the
new National Capital’s establishment.

Maritime security is a significant regional security concern
that has garnered attention in the 21st century, alongside the
strategic role of the region in advancing the security interests of
countries globally. This pertains to the maritime domain serv-
ing as the primary conduit for global economic interactions,
rendering maritime security a critical matter for numerous na-
tions worldwide (Suproboningrum, 2018)Fundamentally, mar-
itime security constitutes an integral aspect of a nation’s se-
curity framework, encompassing maritime areas that must re-
main devoid of all types of threats, be they traditional or non-
traditional, that pose risks to state sovereignty and impede the
pursuit of national interests(Febiana & Burhanuddin, 2024). Mar-
itime security denotes a state in which maritime threats such
as inter-state conflicts, maritime terrorism, piracy, human and
narcotics trafficking, illegal fishing, weapons smuggling, envi-
ronmental concerns, maritime incidents, and even outbreaks of
diseases are absent. There exist five distinct perspectives on
maritime security, encompassing the security of the sea itself,

ocean governance, safeguarding maritime borders, military op-
erations at sea, and regulating the security of the maritime trans-
port system (Bueger, 2015).

Like naval forces in other nations, the Indonesian Navy per-
forms three fundamental functions, specifically military, diplo-
matic, and law enforcement roles (Booth, 2014). This is artic-
ulated in Law no. 34 of 2004 regarding the Indonesian Navy
(Alkaf et al., 2024), which affirms that the Indonesian Navy is
responsible for executing tasks related to defense(Mella et al.,
2024), law enforcement, and security maintenance within the
maritime zones under national jurisdiction, alongside engaging
in naval diplomacy(Rahman et al., 2021b). Consequently, the
Indonesian Navy must demonstrate the capacity to effectively
fulfill their functions and obligations to safeguard sovereignty
and legal principles in maritime domains. These three functions
are exercised by the Indonesian Navy to ensure the protection of
Indonesian waters. Serving as an essential component of the In-
donesian Navy, the Indonesian Navy plays a pivotal role in the
maritime defense of the nation, executing its responsibilities in
alignment with governmental policies and strategic decisions to
defend state sovereignty and preserve the territorial integrity of
the Republic of Indonesia in accordance with Pancasila and the
Constitution(Rahman et al., 2021b).

The Indonesian Navy’s Military (Defence) plays a crucial
role in maintaining state sovereignty at sea through national de-
fense, deterrence, and readiness for war, while also safeguard-
ing maritime borders, ensuring regional stability, and counter-
ing potential military threats posed by sea-traveling foreign na-
tions within Indonesia’s maritime jurisdiction. The establish-
ment of the new National Capital (IKN) in East Kalimantan
places it within the defense sphere of influence of multiple na-
tions, raising concerns about security risks associated with the
relocation. Despite the low likelihood of direct armed conflict,
the proximity of IKN to critical maritime routes like the In-
donesian Archipelagic Sea Route (ALKI) II and global choke-
points presents security challenges. Furthermore, its location
near neighboring countries’ Flight Information Regions (FIRs)
and within reach of certain countries’ long-range missiles height-
ens security vulnerabilities. In addition, the presence of transna-
tional criminal activities, such as human trafficking and drug
smuggling, along Kalimantan’s coast poses a security threat to
IKN. The region’s adjacency to the terrorist transit triangle in
Sulu, Sabah, and Poso further compounds security concerns.
Moreover, IKN is encircled by defense pacts like Malaysia’s
FPDA, the AUKUS Alliance, and influenced by China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) (Muhtadi et al., 2023), underscoring
the complex security landscape facing the new capital (Lane,
2024).

The significance of the maritime defense system is para-
mount and holds a position of utmost importance during any re-
location of the national capital. It remains evident that Indone-
sia’s maritime defense system, including the new national capi-
tal in Kalimantan, is presently lacking in strength. The Indone-
sian Navy plays a crucial role in addressing this issue through
the implementation of regular and coordinated operations de-
signed to preempt maritime infractions within Indonesian ter-
ritory, particularly within the IKN Nusantara region. The TNI



H. Putra & M.I. Chadhafi. / Journal of Maritime Research Vol XXII. No. III (2025) 316–324 320

Table 1: Overview of Maritime Security Challenges and the Role of the Indonesian Navy in Safeguarding National Interests.

Source: Authors.

AL fulfills its responsibilities in alignment with the regulations
stipulated in Law Number 34 of 2004 regarding the Indone-
sian Navy (TNI) Article (Pasal) 9, which encompass executing

maritime duties pertaining to defense, law enforcement, and se-
curity maintenance within the national jurisdictional waters in
adherence to both national and international ratified laws. Con-
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sequently, the Indonesian Navy must maintain readiness of the
KRI round the clock, seven days a week, to safeguard Indone-
sian territorial waters. In order to facilitate the transition of the
government from Jakarta to the National Capital, the Indone-
sian Navy is actively engaged in enhancing defense and security
measures, law enforcement, and maritime security, positioning
it as the cornerstone for Indonesia’s realization of its envisioned
goals. The pivotal role played by the Indonesian Navy is under-
scored by its duty to uphold sovereignty within the territorial
waters of the Republic of Indonesia, enforce laws, and ensure
safety across Indonesian seas.

The constabulary role of the police is executed with the pur-
pose of upholding legal regulations in maritime settings, safe-
guarding the national marine assets and prosperity, ensuring
maritime order, preventing criminal activities at sea, and con-
tributing to the advancement of the Indonesian nation by en-
hancing state stability and progress. The Indonesian Navy plays
a crucial role in the country’s defense mechanisms within its
territorial waters, being responsible for upholding state integrity,
sovereignty, and territorial boundaries, as well as ensuring mar-
itime security, safeguarding marine resources, and addressing
security threats and legal violations within Indonesia’s maritime
jurisdiction. The fundamental concept of achieving maritime
security revolves around two key dimensions: the preservation
of sovereignty and the maintenance of security, both of which
are closely intertwined.

The function of the Police (Constabulary) is executed with
consideration for the proximity of the IKN in East Kalimantan
to the international border, particularly near the eastern Malay-
sian land border spanning 2,062 km. Andersen, in his writings
found in the publication Geopolitics, Geography, and Strategy,
highlights that international borders have the potential to serve
as sites for military encounters between nations, often linked to
territorial disagreements(Sloan & Gray, 2017). The capital of
the archipelago coincides with the Indonesian Archipelagic Sea
Channel (ALKI) II, specifically the Makasar Strait. While the
ALKI II region is generally secure for maritime traffic, there ex-
ists a risk attributed to the Ambalat Block conflict(Y. Hasan et
al., 2024), raising apprehensions of potential military utilization
of the ALKI II area by foreign armed forces. The Indonesian
Navy faces both traditional and non-traditional threats, posing
a challenge as maritime law enforcers tasked with ensuring se-
curity for foreign vessels transiting through the ALKI II zone.
Functioning as a primary element of maritime defense, the In-
donesian Navy abides by strategic doctrines as the foundation
for fulfilling its responsibilities. Its objective is to address mar-
itime threats and establish a secure and regulated maritime en-
vironment within national jurisdictional waters. To safeguard
maritime security in the ALKI II region, the TNI conducts the
Garda Samudera-21 operation, overseen by the Commander of
Koarmada II in the role of Pangkogasgab Pam ALKI II, con-
stituting an operational initiative under TNI Headquarters and
operational throughout the entire year. Additionally, insights
provided by Pabandya-1/Siapopsdagri Paban IV/Opsdagri Sops
TNI shed light on TNI Facilities and Infrastructure encompass-
ing the task area of ALKI II, situated amidst the islands of
Kalimantan and Sulawesi on the northern side of the Makas-

sar Strait, Flores Sea, and Lombok Strait. Several TNI facilities
have been strategically positioned along ALKI II (Mutia et al.,
2024).

The role of the Constabulary, commonly known as the Po-
lice, is executed with consideration for the proximity of the
IKN in East Kalimantan to the international border line, specifi-
cally the eastern Malaysian land border spanning 2,062 km. As
noted by Andersen in the book ”Geopolitics, Geography, and
Strategy,” international borders have the potential to serve as
sites for military engagements between nations, often linked
to territorial disputes (Sloan & Gray, 2017). The capital of
the archipelago coincides with the Indonesian Archipelagic Sea
Channel (ALKI) II, particularly the Makasar Strait. While the
ALKI II region is generally secure for maritime traffic, there is
a looming risk associated with the Ambalat Block conflict(Y.
Hasan et al., 2024), raising apprehensions that foreign armed
forces may exploit the area for military purposes. The Indone-
sian Navy faces a dual challenge of traditional and non - tradi-
tional threats in their role as maritime law enforcers, entrusted
with ensuring the safety of foreign vessels transiting the ALKI
II area.

Guided by doctrine, the Indonesian National Navy plays
a pivotal role in national defense at sea, focusing on mitigat-
ing threats to maritime security and establishing a stable mar-
itime environment within national jurisdiction. To safeguard
maritime interests in the ALKI II region, the Indonesian Navy
conducts Operation Garda Samudera-21, overseen by the Com-
mander of Koarmada II as Pangkogasgab Pam ALKI II, a strate-
gic initiative operating under the Indonesian Navy Headquar-
ters (Mabes) throughout the year. Additionally, Pabandya-1 /
Siapopsdagri Paban IV/Opsdagri Sops Indonesian Navy has en-
hanced the infrastructure and facilities within the ALKI II task
area to support the Indonesian Navy’s operations. Situated be-
tween Kalimantan and Sulawesi Island, ALKI II spans from the
north side of the Makassar Strait to the Lombok Strait, hosting
various Indonesian Navy installations along its perimeter(Mutia
et al., 2024).

IKN locations are highly susceptible to various threats and
competing interests among nations due to its proximity to the
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). This is primarily attributed
to IKN’s geographical location near the border of the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ). Indonesia, being a nation with an exten-
sive maritime territory, will inevitably encounter challenges re-
lated to maritime territorial domains. Given its strategic place-
ment within regional shipping and logistical networks, IKN plays
a pivotal role in maritime defense and could potentially serve as
a conduit for hostile forces from other nations. The Indonesian
Navy holds a crucial role in maritime security as the primary el-
ement, necessitating adaptive and collaborative actions involv-
ing diverse components, especially in light of evolving warfare
technologies transitioning from conventional to unconventional
strategies with the advent of the smart defense paradigm. Smart
defense encompasses defense strategies grounded in technol-
ogy, diplomacy, and indigenous knowledge, seamlessly inte-
grated into the overarching Archipelago Maritime Defense Strat-
egy that mobilizes all national assets and capabilities. More-
over, smart defense merges elements of conventional (hard) de-
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fense and unconventional (soft) defense, whereby hard defense
emphasizes technological advancements in defense equipment,
while soft defense focuses on leveraging indigenous wisdom.
The Indonesian government’s vision for IKN entails the estab-
lishment of a modern defense and security framework inter-
twined with cutting-edge technology. One prospective concept
under deliberation for the defense and security architecture of
IKN is the ”Smart Defense System.”

The function of diplomacy involves utilizing naval power
as a diplomatic tool to uphold the foreign policy agendas of
the Indonesian government, with the aim of influencing the
leadership of one or more countries in both peaceful and hos-
tile contexts (Khalil & Hartley, 2024). To effectively fulfill its
responsibilities, the Indonesian Navy can enhance collabora-
tive maritime security partnerships with organizations operat-
ing within the maritime domain. This collaboration establishes
a robust security and law enforcement framework by foster-
ing synergy among relevant entities, thereby ensuring effective
security within national waters. A comprehensive system for
overseeing, monitoring, or observing marine activities across
Indonesia significantly enhances the precision, timeliness of
prevention, and response to any maritime violations. To bol-
ster the Indonesian Navy’s role in advancing the Strengthening
of Indonesian Maritime Resilience, it is essential to engage in
maritime diplomacy, which represents a form of military diplo-
macy carried out by the Indonesian Navy. The goal of mar-
itime diplomacy is to cultivate mutual confidence between na-
tions, with the various initiatives undertaken aimed at dimin-
ishing infractions within Indonesia’s territorial waters, includ-
ing sovereignty violations, illegal fishing, territorial disputes,
piracy, and marine pollution.

The Indonesian National Navy perform diplomatic func-
tions through cooperative diplomacy, which encompasses ac-
tivities like port visits, joint exercises, maritime security op-
erations, and humanitarian aid. These endeavors aim to en-
hance diplomatic sway, bolster alliances, and foster trust among
nations (Le Mière, 2014). Maritime diplomacy takes various
forms, starting with persuasive diplomacy that seeks to elevate
the perception of maritime strength and establish the country’s
authority globally, without imposing on other actors’ policies.
Additionally, coercive maritime diplomacy involves overt dis-
plays of threats or sea power usage by state or non-state en-
tities to compel adversaries to retreat or as a tactic to achieve
political aims. This emerging trend in maritime diplomacy in-
volves military force application, utilizing Navy, coast guard,
and other naval assets for maritime operations and diplomatic
efforts. This approach serves dual purposes of ensuring mar-
itime security and facilitating the advancement of foreign policy
goals. In essence, all maritime diplomacy activities are geared
towards cultivating positive influence, partnerships, alliances,
and trust.

The Indonesian Navy also hold strategic positions and divi-
sions in order to pursue the optimal realization of the maritime
vision. Executing operations with the assistance of advanced
Alutsista equipment will expedite the backing for the govern-
ment in attaining this vision, offer insight to other nations, and
establish an efficient execution of naval diplomacy. The utiliza-

tion of military resources in maritime diplomacy asserts that
the diplomacy in focus involves the utilization of naval power
(Naval Diplomacy) within maritime diplomacy, which is under-
taken as a demonstration of strength (naval presence) through
coercive measures, image projection, and alliance formation
(Till, 2013). According to Article 9 of Law no. 34/2004, the
utilization of military resources in Indonesian maritime diplo-
macy is conducted by the Indonesian Navy as a key element
of national defense which, in addition to responsibilities in the
realm of defense and security at sea, also performs naval diplo-
macy duties to bolster established foreign political strategies by
the government (Prasetyo et al., 2019).

The presence of the Indonesian Navy Base exemplifies the
significance of support in facilitating sea operations conducted
by the Indonesian Navy. Without proper support elements, the
effectiveness of these operations would be compromised. Hence,
for the base to function optimally, it is imperative to ensure that
its roles and functions encompass areas such as basing, logis-
tics, administration, maintenance, as well as personnel care.
According to the statement, this support capacity, known as
the ’5R’ function (Rebase, Replenishment, Repair, Rest, and
Recreation), should be continuously enhanced. A well-equipped
Indonesian Navy base should be capable of delivering the 5 R’s
to ensure seamless operations of its elements. The involvement
of the Indonesian Navy in supervising the development of the
IKN was characterized by reinforcing the surrounding bases.
The Indonesian Navy deploy the full potential of Indonesia’s
naval fleet to fulfill their primary duty of protecting the nation’s
sovereignty (K. O. H. S. L. COLLIN, 2015). Nevertheless, the
operational efficiency of the Republic of Indonesia’s warships
is often impeded by inadequate maintenance and repair facil-
ities, leading to deviations from planned tasks. Hence, regu-
lar inspections and prompt interventions are essential to fore-
stall system failures, enhance efficiency, and minimize unfore-
seen costs. East Kalimantan holds strategic importance due
to its central location within Indonesia, earning it the reputa-
tion as Indonesia’s focal point. The government has earmarked
specific areas in East Kalimantan as prime candidates for the
new National Capital. Geopolitically, East Kalimantan falls
within the Indonesian Archipelagic Sea Lanes (ALKI) II, offer-
ing pivotal advantages for maritime connectivity, distribution
networks, and international shipping routes.

Conclusions.

This research concludes that the territorial integrity of In-
donesia, a significant portion of which is aquatic area, is upheld
by the Indonesian Navy, which plays a crucial role in security
enforcement and maritime protection. The Indonesian Navy
is universally recognized for its multifaceted roles encompass-
ing military, policing, diplomatic, and support responsibilities.
The military aspect involves maintaining security and enforc-
ing laws, particularly in the Indonesian Archipelagic Sea Lane
(ALKI) II and strategic choke points, conducting round-the-
clock operations aboard Indonesian warships. The diplomatic
dimension is characterized by cooperative diplomacy, maritime
diplomacy, and coercive maritime diplomacy efforts undertaken
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by the Indonesian Navy. This study advocates for the essen-
tial role of support provided by the Indonesian Navy, which
includes base support services encompassing Rebase, Replen-
ishment, Repair, Rest, and Recreation.
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